[Effect of long-term hypokinesia on the androgenic system in rats].
Rats were immobilized in small cages for 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 45, 60 or 90 days. After exposure the weight of testes, seminal vesicles and prostate as well as the volume of cell nuclei of the reticular area of the adrenal cortex was measured. The weight of seminal vesicles and prostate diminished 1.5-2 times while that of testes decreased insignificantly. Cell nuclei of the reticular area of the adrenal cortex were enlarged during the first 5 days of hypokinesia, returning to the baseline thereafter. Cell nuclei became less than the baseline after 20 days of hypokinesia. These changes in the reticular area were associated with secretion of glucocorticoids rather than androgens.